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Summary

The first round of Red, White and Green grants was awarded in October 2006.
Grantees engaged 1,101 volunteers in service projects about climate change issues
and engaged public officials. A summary and analysis of the project evaluations from
the first round was used to inform the application materials and process for the second
round. The summary and analysis are attached.

The second round of Red, White and Green grants was awarded in June 2007. Over
the two grant cycles, projects took place in 44 communities across the na tion, and
grantees engaged a total of 5163 (1,101 + 4,062) volunteers in service projects that
addressed climate change issues such as:

Global Warming

Green Spaces

Recycling & Waste Management

Conservation

The project activities served to convey young people’s views on climate change issues,
and invited public officials to set policies that addressed these concerns. Grantees
engaged public officials  such as:

National Level State level

US Senator Dick Durbin, IL - Senator Jamie Raskin, MD

US Senator Robert Menendez, NJ - Senator Thomas Morahan, NC

US Senator Barbara Boxer, CA - Rep. Greg Evers, FL

US Senator Saxby Chambliss, GA - Rep. Kirk Caldwell, HI

US Senator Herb Kohl, WI - Rep. Cynthia Theilen HI

US Senator Debbie Stabenow, Mi - Rep. Ken Zebrowski, NC

Congressman Jeb Bradley, NH - Assemblyman Ruben Diaz, NY

Congressman Ben Chandler, KY - UNH President Mark H. Huddleston, NH
- Director of Air Policy David Cash, MA

Local level:
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick, Detroit, Ml
Mayor Rocky Anderson, Salt Lake City, UT
Mayor Randy Grimes, Concord, NC
Mayor Teresa Isaac and councilor Steve Kay, Lexington, KY
Mayor Guy Thompson, Milton, FL
Mayor Kitty Piercy, city councilors Bonny Bettman, Alan Zalenka, Andrea Ortiz, & Chris
Pryor, Eugene, OR
City councilors Everett Tyree and David Ashenhurst, Oberlin, OH
County Commissioner Bob Cole, FL
County Commissioner Dave Toler, OR
County commissioner Jennifer Roberts, NC
County Commissioners Lennie Thompson, Jan Gardner, and John Lovell, MD
County Commissioners Dorothy Hubbard and John Howard, GA
Buffalo Common Council District Reps. Richard Fontana and David Franczyk, NY




YSA promoted these grants through our networks. Web shots of the program are
attached dated two weeks after the launch date. They demonstrate one component of
the outreach and promotion that YSA provided for the Red, White and Green grants.
YSA provided grantees with resources and technical assistance to contact local media
about their projects that was instrumental in getting coverage such as:

"UNH Students Step It Up To Stop [Climate Change] For The Environment."
Rachael Kreckmann for The New Hampshire, November 6, 2007.

"Competition encourages campus energy reduction.” Amanda Flitter for The New
Hampshire, October 30, 2007.

"Student Challenges Kickoff -- Houses and Halls Unite For Energy Savings."
Sara Cleaves for The Campus Journal, October 24, 2007.

Lowell Sun newspaper.

University of Massachusetts Lowell e-news.

WUML’s 91.5 FM “Environmental Corner.”

Oberlin Tribune, http://www.circleofresponsibility.com/page/28/leaders-of-

change.htm

Some outcomes that grantees reported from their projects are:

Enhanced collaborations with stakeholders in local communities.

Better educated decision-makers regarding climate change

Blueprints developed for long term reductions in carbon emissions

Changed community perceptions regarding making changes reducing carbon
footprints

Six grantees plan to continue their projects, with additional awards of up to $500 and
participate in Global Youth Service Day 2008 (GYSD)




Project Evaluations

University of New Hampshire, Durham
Seventy-five students, in collaboration with NHPIRG,
proposed simple lifestyle changes to reduce energy and
water use and greenhouse gas emissions with an Energy
Waste Watch Challenge competition. They recruited
Energy Teams from residential facilities by doing
presentations in classes and orientation sessions and
reached hundreds of students. They tracked each
building’s energy and water use during the competition
and the results were reported. Their goal was to engage
all students in on-campus residences to significantly reduce energy, water use, and
greenhouse gas emissions by making changes that
have a minimal impact on standard of living during
the 4-week challenge and after that time as well.
They also made links between students’ voting,
their behavior, and climate change by inviting all
political candidates to the Step It Up 2! event.

Faculty, staff, and administrators were educated
about the fact that students care about reducing
emissions. This is the first time (out of three
Challenges) that UNH Housing paid for the prizes
because the students showed such energy in tabling and really pushed the Challenge.
There was much more buy-in from UNH Housing and the UNH Administration—they
contributed over $3,000 and lots of staff time towards this project because they see that
students are doing their part and really care about climate change.

Impact -- Enhanced collaboration:  The University Office of Sustainability and
Residential Life offered support for the future for the direction that students are going.
The students want to do other service
work related to food waste minimization,
recycling, etc. They expect that
relationships with UNH Facilities, UNH
Dining, etc., will improve as a result. In
the next round, students plan to
collaborate with the NH Carbon
Challenge to engage faculty and staff in
reducing their own emissions at home.
Students say that if they can do it on
campus where they live, then so can the
faculty and staff. Youth are inspired to be
advocates for all-around sustainable
living.




The Children’s Aid Society, Bronx, NY
130 volunteers (including 100 youth) created a community awareness campaign based
in schools to inform residents, students and elected officials about climate change.

Two-hundred youth attended the special conference, Our Issues, Our Voice: The Youth
Council Speaks on Global Warming. Youth Council members flexed their critical-
thinking skills and demonstrated an understanding of civic engagement as an active,
participatory process. Hands-on workshops replaced panel discussions. Youth
conducted in-depth research on Global Warming, and surveyed stakeholders in the
community (including: elected officials, law enforcement, educators and other
community based organizations) to understand the issue from different perspectives.

Impact -- Educated community decision-makers: Youth created a report that
outlined core issues, provided an overview on how those issues affect youth, and
generated insightful recommendations about measures parents, peers,
communities, and elected officials can take to reduce global warming. New York
State Assemblyman Rubin Diaz, Jr. of the 85th Assembly district and member of
the State Environmental Conservation committee listened to the
recommendations drafted at the conference. He gave an update of the
committees work and agreed to take the recommendations back to the
committee and consider them. CAS CEO, C. Warren Moses also attended the
conference.

The volunteers also utilized existing community and school activities, events and
programs to encourage participation in the campaign. Local schools designed
and implemented a recycling project as a part of the campaign. Youth created a
report that outlines core issues and provides an overview on how they affect
youth, and offered their recommendations to parents, educators, community-
based organizations, and elected officials.

Two R's Media and Entertainment arranged a special appearance of Tweety
(dancer & choreographer) and ran a PSA on the importance of positive
contributions from teens to improve our communities. Youth Council Chapters
continue to work closely with the NYC Parks Preservation Project for on-going
projects to clean and care for NYC parks.

The Morona Grove Environmental Club, Cottage Grove, Wi

Twenty five members of a school’'s environmental club educated their school and
community about energy waste and climate change. They created a brochure about the
inefficiency of incandescent light bulbs and sold fluorescent light bulbs. The project was
So attractive that many people asked when they would be selling more of these light
bulbs!

Impact -- Educated decision makers:  Youth informed elected officials of the
effects of energy waste, encouraging them to address global warming as an




urgent matter. They also educated elected officials about simple steps that can
reduce a person’s carbon footprint.

They wrote to US Senator Herb Kohl and identified ways that he can lower his
CO2 emissions as well as informing him of their project. Writing to the senator
provided students their first experience in expressing their concerns to their
government officials.

Impact -- Created long term plans to reduce carbon emissions : This project
also helped jumpstart the school's environmental club, which is the best result.
There is now a group of dedicated students that plans to implement many other
projects such as planting trees, promoting recycling, and other activities related
to the environment. Youth are now much better educated about CO2 emissions.
They understand that each person (including themselves) CAN make a
difference. They share this knowledge with people they meet.

RAP Youth Group, Washington DC

Twenty five high school students designed a curriculum focused on the effects of
recycling for elementary school-aged students. This group conducted research on the
small steps individuals take to cause serious changes in overall behavior. They
researched the effects of not recycling and developed kid-friendly presentations. The
curriculum was taught two days per week for three weeks to different classes in after
school programs and was also shared with the Office of the Mayor, Department of
Public Works, and City Council. After a few weeks of after school and Saturday
sessions the students completed their activity and planned an opening rally.

During the summer months the students engaged their local elected officials in
roundtables about their presentations.

Impact -- Educated decision-makers:  Youth organized nine community
roundtables with 37 elected and appointed government officials. Youth invited
these public officials to the Opening Rally in the fall. In the fall, the youth took
their program into the new school year and presented their lessons to eight
classes of 30 students (about 240 students).

Impact -- Changed community perceptions: These young people noted a
positive change their community’s perception regarding the ease of recycling.
The group is now connected with local climate change activists throughout the
city as a result of this project. Young people involved have been invited to
events, workshops, and conferences to talk about their project. They learned that
many others are working on this issue in different ways, very close to where they
live. The RAP youth wish to continue and enhance this service project by
working with the Rogers Middle School and UTEC on an “Eco-fashion” Show in
Spring 2008.




Northside Learning Center, Chicago, IL

100 youth created cloth shopping bags in their sewing club, to be used instead of paper
or plastic bags. They conducted research about the impact of paper shopping bags on
the environment. They created a presentation for local public officials on the effects of
deforestation on the environment. They offered strategies that remove plastic bags
from stores and reduce the use of paper bags, and are currently working with their
alderman’s office in scheduling a presentation. The school newspaper has interviewed
youth participants. This article will be shared with the local media. Participants plan to
make a presentation at the Chicago Public Schools Service Learning Conference.

Through their research, youth correlated the positive effect of using cloth bags on the
deceleration of global warming. Youth made a poster to be displayed at area stores.
Youth completed a booklet with information about decelerating deforestation by using
cloth instead of paper to be distributed with the bags.

Impact -- Changed community perceptions: Staff and students at our school
are now more aware of the detrimental impact of using plastic bags on the
environment. The activity of this group of youth has enabled their community to
make more informed choices.

Thomas A. Edison High School, Elmira, NY

This group of 60 young people
watched the movie “An
Inconvenient Truth” as an
introduction to Global Warming
and its impacts. Then the students
built a 3-bin compost unit for their
school, in which they process yard
and cafeteria waste. They made
posters for the cafeteria to educate
other students about composting
that specified what items from
each day’s lunch could be

composted. For two weeks, these volunteers
helped their peers to sort their lunch waste and
collect items for the compost pile. They made
tie-dye t-shirts to wear in order to draw attention
to their project. They wrote public service
announcements for the school's TV station. An
educator from the Cornell Cooperative Extension
analyzed the compost pile and offered tips on
maintaining it. Students made mini-




composters/bioreactors to observe the composting process happen on a smaller scale.

Impact -- Educated decision-makers:  Students made 3-fold color brochures to
hand out at an open house to educate parents/community members about
composting. They wrote letters to current members of Congress to express
concern about Global Warming and tell them about the composting project.

More people are thinking about where their waste ends up, and how recycling
organic material helps the environment.

Impact -- Developed confidence : One girl in particular is usually a loner, with
few friends, but she had no problem directing people and telling them how to
participate. That was one of the biggest “successes” of the program. One of the
adults in the cafeteria (lunch aide) also became very interested and involved in
helping the students sort their trash.

This spring the students want to do other service work related to food waste
minimization, recycling, donating used food and unopened clothing during move-
out days in the spring, etc. They are truly inspired now to be advocates for all-
around sustainable living!

Youth Volunteer Council, United Way Volunteer Cente _ r of Chippewa County, Sault
St. Marie, Ml

High School volunteers from two different high schools made an interactive presentation
to summer camp students (grades 3-6). The students then planted flowers and
decorated flower pots for residents at a local nursing home. The students recorded their
expressions regarding what they would do to help slow climate change on a CD and
sent it to their elected officials. The young people invited representatives from the U.S.
and State legislatures, as well local elected officials to attend the event. Sheri Davie,
Regional Manager from US Senator Debbie Stabenow’s office, attended one session.
Other representatives sent their regrets but asked for the CD of the young people’s
message.

Decorating the flower pots was the most successful portion of the project because the
children understood that they were doing something for the elders. They also
understood that plants clean the air and environment. Some children discussed that
they would give plants as gifts. It was impressive that 8 year olds made the connection
easily between what they were doing, why they were doing it, and made plans to apply
what they learned in the future.

Impact -- Enhanced Youth Voice : As aresult of participation in this project,
both the younger youth and the older youth have changed their understanding of
climate change. They learned the importance of making changes in their lives
right now. Their ideas regarding their voice also changed: they learned that
youth can make a difference by talking to adults about the issue.




Project Green Light, Ithaca, NY

High school youth in Ithaca launched an aggressive campaign in their school
community to raise awareness about the benefits of compact fluorescent light bulbs
(CFLs). The youth collected data to illustrate the financial and environmental impact
these bulbs have on the environment. Up to three free bulbs were available to students
from low-income families. Bulbs were available to the rest of the school community at a
low cost.

Youth introduced the project through a presentation to the entire school (267 students
and 30+ staff), an information session of the benefits of using CFLs, and the savings
that were possible for the school in money, energy etc. The presentation included
information about people making similar changes around the world (Australia and
Canada will outlaw incandescent bulbs by 2020) as well as actions that students could
take today. The school was extremely receptive and an overwhelming majority of
people ordered CFL bulbs.

Youth took their show on the road to several locations. At the annual Ithaca Festival,
they talked to over 50 people, including several elementary school teachers who are
interested in replicating Green Light in their own schools. Public officials were not
connected to this project, and the grantee regrets not involving them.

Impact -- Reduced carbon emissions : Youth distributed over 1,070 bulbs in

the school. According to the EPA’s energy saving calculator, the CFL bulbs will,
over the course of the bulbs’ life, save $88,865, 313,243 kWh of energy, and
prevent 480,827 pounds of carbon dioxide from being emitted into the
atmosphere. This is the equivalent of removing 42 cars off the road for a year,
and planting 60 acres of forest. One tiny school can make such a big impact!

Impact -- Initiated greening in homes : When parents came to pick up their
bulbs, they mentioned that their kids told them about the presentation. Or, the
parents said that after the presentation, the family watched “An Inconvenient
Truth”. This is the action that the youth volunteers wanted to elicit from students -
- to start a dialogue with their parents about ‘greening’ their homes and about
climate change in general. The students are all now very well educated, which
will help them make more in every arena from grocery shopping to whether or not
to walk, bike or drive to school.

River Ambassador Program, Center for Family, Work & Community, University of
Massachusetts, Lowell, MA

Young people from the River Ambassador Program (RAP), held a Youth Environmental
Expo on America Recycles Day -- Thursday, November 15. 52 people attended the
event, including partner organizations such as the Community Youth Alliance, Lowell
National Historical Park, United Teen Equality Center. Speakers included Linda Silka,
Professor, University of Massachusetts; Amy Glowacki, Park Ranger, Lowell National
Historical Park; Gunther Wellenstein, City of Lowell Recycling Coordinator; and Virginio




Mendenca, Environmental Consultant. The focus was global warming with a sub-focus
of eco-fashion, chosen to draw the connection between consumers and their clothing.
The RAP teens believe recycling slows down climate change and they want to “make a
world a better place by starting with your wardrobe.”

Impact -- Engaged Media : The young people screened An Inconvenient Truth.
Display tables included information on global warming, clothing made from used
umbrellas, hemp, organic cotton, recycled plastic bottles, bamboo; vintage
fashions and eco-jewelry. Youth welcomed guests who enjoyed refreshments,
including snacks made from organic produce. A reporter from UMass Lowell’s
“Shuttle” magazine attended the event. The Lowell Sun newspaper, University of
Massachusetts Lowell e-news and WUML'’s 91.5 FM “Environmental Corner” all
reported on the event.

Youth in Action for Healthy Lifestyles, Albany, GA

Twenty six volunteers from Youth in Action for Healthy Lifestyles held a training seminar
on “Trash and Climate Change”. They used materials from the EPA and Keep Albany —
Dougherty Beautiful. This group adopted the Jackson Heights sub-division to raise
awareness of reasons to “Reduce, Reuse and Recycle”, and clean up the community.
They provided 100 packets of information against illegal dumping, graffiti, junk cars,
litter, and vandalism, preventive actions against West Nile Virus by handing it out door
to door in the Jackson Heights area. The youth collaborated with two commissioners,
John Howard and Dorothy Hubbard in clean-up efforts in wards one and two.

Impact — Community change: = The community has changed as a result of this
project: members are more concerned about the appearance of their yards and
trash in the road ways or vacant lots. Most neighborhoods in Albany have
started up their neighborhood watch programs to taking back our community
from gang activities, illegal dumping and graffiti

Oberlin High School, Oberlin, OH

In late March, 25 Oberlin College and high school students organized a workday during
to build two raised beds and one in-ground bed at the courtyard at the Oberlin High
School. In late spring, high school students transplanted seedlings from the greenhouse
and maintained the garden throughout the summer. They harvested tomatoes, red and
black peppers, carrots, broccoli, lettuce, and mustard greens throughout the summer
and into the fall. They made salsa, using the produce from the garden, and invited
Oberlin City Council members to visit the garden and taste the salsa. In late October,
youth organized a celebration event to recognize the people involved in building and
maintaining the garden and raise awareness among school administrators. Youth also
met with the curriculum director of Oberlin’s Schools to discuss how garden-based
learning could be implemented in all the schools in Oberlin.

Impact -- Educated decision-makers: Everett Tyree, Oberlin City Council
member, visited the garden and sampled the salsa. David Ashenhurst, Oberlin
City Council member, attended the local foods festival where youth volunteers




had a table with pictures from the garden and fliers about it, and was impressed
with the product made from the garden produce. Youth built a vegetable
garden: 2 raised beds and 1 in-ground bed; made products from the resulting
produce to demonstrate that people can enjoy delicious food while reducing food
miles.

College students worked with Helen Dupont, high school teacher, to teach
garden-based science lessons to the high school students involved in building
the garden. They discussed creating garden-based curricula in Oberlin’s
schools with Ann Glass, the Curriculum Director. Youth organized a celebration
event to awareness about the garden and its importance in terms of lowering
climate change impact by using less fossil fuels. The Oberlin Tribune reported
on this project.

Impact -- Developed confidence: Students felt a great sense of
accomplishment about the project. They are special education students and the
tendency is not to recognize them in the same ways as is done for the other
students. Thus, their work with building and maintaining the garden provided
them with opportunities to be recognized and congratulated for their work.

Collaboration for 2006 and 2007 grants

Service-Learning Initiative, Chicago Public Schools , Chicago, IL

The service-learning initiative of the Chicago Public Schools established collaboration
with YSA in the first round of Red, White and Green awards. They publicized the Red,
White and Green grants to all 116 high schools in the system. They received funds for
4 awards, to be sub-granted to high school projects in a competitive process. In
addition, they contributed funds from another source for two additional awards.

They continued their collaborated in the second round by publicizing the opportunity
again to all high schools in the system. They received funds for 4 awards from YSA to
be sub-granted to high school and again provided 2 additional awards from other funds.

Chicago Academy

The goal for this project was to generate awareness for global warming by building
‘green homes’ and educating people in our school community. The youth involved
screened Al Gore’s movie to give the students a good background. Forming groups,
students researched magazines and websites to choose the “green” features to include.
Students contacted local legislators to impress upon them the need for more ‘green’
activities and ‘green’ buildings in their city. Students also decided to contact local and
national leaders to campaign for the ‘Climate Bill'. They sent letters, did signature
campaigns, and also worked for the climate bill via the internet.

Impact — Sustainable efforts underway: Building “green” models of houses got
the students really involved -- it was almost as though some imaginary lamp
turned on in their minds. They started discussions and came up with proposals
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for reducing energy usage in areas that were not included in their project plan.
They led classroom discussions while studying the unit on energy. They are
trying to convince the administration that we need better school recycling (paper
and plastic) plans. They are researching the cost of replacing some traditional
energy consuming materials like lamps, boilers and air conditioners with greener
versions.

Las Casas

Students learned about climate change by viewing An Inconvenient Truth, engaging in
meaningful dialogue about global warming, and visiting the Center for Green
Technology and visiting the Cool Globes Exhibit. Students wrote letters of support to
Barack Obama, voicing their concerns about the devastating effects of global warming
and encouraged him to ensure that “The Bill to Amend the Clean Air Act” becomes law.

Fourteen students created a project that would encourage the school community to
reduce their consumption of non-reusable plastic bags. Students determined the
school’s carbon footprint and created an action plan based on this information. They
created posters and flyers, and wrote a pledge for students and staff to sign. 133
people took the pledge and received a reusable canvas shopping bag. This project
built self-confidence among volunteers through the experience of motivating others to
change their habits.

The entire school population was served by this project (approximately 200 people). A

story about global warming and the students’ trip to the Cool Globes Exhibit were on the
cover of the school newspaper. Several participants wrote stories for the school
newspaper, other students focused on global warming during a social-science protest
project, and others collect recyclables from homes neighborhoods to be recycled in
school.

Impact -- Changed behavior : As a result of this project, students became much
more respectful of recycling in the classrooms. Student started a dialogue about
climate change with peers at school and family members in the home. Students
have made commitments both to reduce their impact on the planet and to share
their knowledge in their communities. The school now has a partnership with
the Department of Environment: they sponsor our branch of the Chicago
Conservation Club.

Impact -- Enhanced Collaboration : As a result of this project, the school has
created a service-based curriculum in our A.P. environmental science class.
This curriculum includes partnerships with organizations such as Calumet is my
Back Yard, Friends of the Chicago River, and the Great Lakes Alliance.
Students are also starting a Animal Rights/preservation club with the help of the
Jane Goodall Institute.

Impact -- Created sustainable service opportunities . This project jump-
started the school’s recycling program — survival of the program is contingent on
students making a long term commitment to service. Students also make
monthly or bi-monthly environmental service trips in connection to the




environmental science curriculum, the Conservation Club, and the Animal Rights
Club.

Richards

85 volunteers from several different classes worked to create a school garden. Two
classes measured the back plot using different measuring instruments. Students
designed the plot and made models. Another class tested the soil and mixed the
organic gardening soil with the native soil. Volunteers after school worked hard in
cleaning up the plot and putting the bulbs in. The area was measured and accordingly,
the fall bulbs were planted along with fall grass seeds. In the spring the students
continued to work on the rest of the plot. Students are making a proposal to the Back of
the Yards to get additional support and funding.

Impact — Created Sustainable Connection: As a result of the project, the
school has formed a science club -- “Save the Earth” club. The project also
brought out students’ sense of belonging, responsibility, and the awareness of
maintaining school property and gardens. The entire school has been affected
with a population of 500 students. The journalism students took pictures for the
year book.

Vaughn
This project engaged 59 student volunteers, including students with disabilities.

Students viewed An Inconvenient Truth, discussed it, and decided whether Global
Warming was a problem or not. (1 student decided that it was not.) They also read
books and used the internet for more information. Students planned a trip to the
Notebaert Nature Museum to observe the effects on natural resources. They made
presentations and posters for younger students.

Impact -- Engaged public officials: Youth selected legislators and wrote letters
to them expressing concern about Global Warming and asking them to support
laws to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to protect the environment. As a
result of this project, an after school service Conservation Club was established
through the Chicago Department of the Environment.

The following six grantees (four from 2007 and two from 2006) will continue their
projects with an additional award of $500:

Students Concerned About Our Crippled Environment ( SCARCE),

Clifton Park, NY

Twenty students involved in the Environmental Club built an energy bike to be a visible
demonstration of reducing greenhouse gas production. Participants gained a much
greater degree of awareness of the amount of energy it takes to generate electricity.
Youth created “Wall of Fame” composed of pictures of everyone who rode the bike.
They invited local, state and national public officials to ride, make a commitment to
reduce greenhouse gases, and get their picture on the wall. They displayed the history
of the bike and provided a handout with facts about climate change and steps that




people can take to help solve the problem. Youth
educated their families with the information about
saving energy and families changed their habits.
Compact fluorescent lights (CFL) are now being
used, and they are turned off when not in use.

Impact -- Enhanced collaboration : The
youth promoted biking to work and school
by forming partnerships with area
businesses for the “go green” biking
program. Participants received a sticker that could be placed on the rider’s
helmet and provided the rider with a discount at partner businesses.

Impact -- Created opportunities for sustainable ser  vice: This grantee will
extend and expand their project by developing additional businesses to
participate in the “Go Green” initiative this spring. The 30 youth club members,
plus an additional 92 students will be involved in the Earth Day celebration. 800
people who attend the school will benefit. The project’s success will be
determined by the change in behavior when people purchase CFL'’s, turn off
lights, and use a bike instead of a car.

Springfield Academy of Arts and Academics, Springfi eld, OR

Members of four youth groups: LEAD (Leadership, Education, Adventure, Direction, a
bilingual group for Latino youth); the Wayne Morse Youth Group (about twenty talented
young people dedicated to changing the world through arts, civics and education); the
Unitarian Church Youth Group; and Maitreya EcoVillage in Eugene collaborated to
create and perform a play about climate change. They performed the play at the
Northwest EcoFair in August, Cozmic Pizza September, and Lost Valley Education and
Research Center in October.

Impact -- Engaged the community:  Youth made a presentation to the Eugene
City Council in October, making suggestions on how the local officials can
support local food security, change codes to lower the carbon footprint of homes,
support bicycle transportation, and encourage global warming awareness
through education. They will continue performing the play, and are continuously
improving their performance. Recently they recruited a skilled director to polish
the performance. They plan to rewrite sections to improve their understanding of
the characters they portray. They plan to expand the section of their
presentation that takes place after the performance to encourage audience
members to commit to action on this topic.

Impact -- Educated public officials: Kitty Piercy, Eugene’s mayor, thanked
these youth publicly at the council meeting for our contributions, as did Bonny
Bettman, councilor from Ward 1, Alan Zalenka from Ward 3, Andrea Ortiz from
Ward 7 and Chris Pryor from Ward 8.

Impact -- Engaged media: The first two performances were advertised on the
calendars of the local newspapers and radio stations. The play was most
successful. Several hundred people saw it and many expressed that they were




impressed and want the work t continue. A group of youth in Olympia,
Washington requested a copy of the script and performed the play in January
2008. More people were exposed to specific information about what to expect
locally as a result of climate change, and also their possible responses.

Impact -- Developed confidence: =~ Some youth volunteers had never been in a
play before. Now they have a lot more confidence talking in public, not just when
they are on stage, but also afterwards with folks who come up from the
audiences.

Impact -- Created opportunities for sustainable ser  vice: This grantee will
expand the project to include revising, rehearsing and performing the play. The
group will inform people about their lifestyle that results in an unusually low
carbon footprint. Actors live in 8-foot diameter domes that they constructed from
recycled materials. They share a one-bedroom apartment for their kitchen,
bathroom, living room and office with ten people (plus our guests). They heat
their home with wood we find from downed trees or in dumpsters at construction
sites. They grow their own food, or purchase in bulk 25-pound bags.

Impact -- Engage public officials: They plan to invite public officials and
Eugene citizens to their home, and request that this lifestyle become legal. They
will demonstrate the construction of the domes. If the request is not granted,
they will mount a public relations campaign to win the legal right to live this way.
Then, they plan to create another community like this about a mile away on three
acres of agricultural land next to the Willamette River, which is owned by friends.
Once global warming creates refugees in less habitable places due to droughts,

flooding and hurricanes, Oregon is likely to be inundated by people. These
young people see themselves as pioneers in figuring how to accommodate the
thousands or millions of people who are likely to arrive looking for a place to live.

Project Teens, Detroit, Ml

50 youth (ages 5-25) and 19 adults collaborated to implement the Red, White, and
Green Event. Attendees learned about recycling, the climate; and its importance to the
environment and planet. Other groups whose focus is on the environment made
presentations. The Mayor of Detroit, Kwame Kirkpatrick, attended the event, and
addressed the issues raised by the youth: climate change, and recycling by
encouraging. He answered questions from the audience about his own ideas about
these issues and the city administration’s actions to improve the Detroit in these areas.

The youth volunteers assembled snack bags for students at after-school programs for
Gleaners Community Food Bank, the location at which the event took place. Lunch was
served using only recyclable, recycled, and environmental friendly products. All
recyclable materials were collected to be recycled. Gleaners Community Food Bank
provided water and snacks as well as space to host the event. The Mayor contributed
tickets to the Detroit Grand Prix for the event participants and volunteers.

Impact -- Engaged public officials: The Q&A session with the Mayor and the
presentation on recycling were both especially successful. Youth learned about
recycling through the presentation including a lot of information they didn’t know.




The Q&A session with the Mayor was very successful because the youth were
able to ask the Mayor all the questions they had wanted to ask and he answered
their questions fully. As a result of this event, the community has improved their
perception of youth because they know that youth care about the environment.
The Mayor witnessed the youth’s concern first hand and the community is
learning that youth care.

Impact -- Created opportunities for sustainable ser  vice: This project also
created opportunities for year-round youth service by spreading information on
many volunteer opportunities for the youth in the community in which they can
participate. This grantee plans to continue the project by organizing another
meeting. The project would be replicated again in 2008, adding more activities
such as the creation of a service club to encourage environmental protection, a
project youth and adults can partner together on to address the climate issues,
sessions for youth to discuss the issue and how they fell about and come up with
solutions. They plan to have more elected officials at the event to address the
youth, will invite some local celebrities and more guest speakers.

Daemen College, Amherst, NY

School-age youth and college students formed a working relationship to improve their
community. Adult volunteers with First Hand Learning, a science enrichment program,
assisted in the neighborhood education program. As a result of their project, twenty
Daemen College students learned about climate change and recycling. Through
research, they developed materials to educate youth on these topics. College students

met with youth in an after-school program once or twice weekly for six weeks. The
college students and youth prepared informational packets on recycling and home
energy efficiency and delivered these to 80 neighborhood residents. The youth
volunteers also gave each resident a compact fluorescent bulb and explained how
these bulbs used less energy than regular bulbs. The students also attended a Step It
Up Rally to promote awareness on climate change.

Impact -- Initiated recycling:  They established a recycling system at after
school community center. Twenty additional households have recycling bins.
Impact -- Engaged public officials: Richard Fontana and David Franczyk,
Buffalo Common Council District Representatives, attended the events.

Impact -- Created opportunities for sustainable ser  vice: This grantee plans
to expand the project during the spring of 2008. Ten college students will work
actively with youth in the after school program in at least one of three
underserved communities. The spring activities will begin in conjunction with
Focus the Nation on January 31, 2008. This national day of focus on climate
change will involve activities on our college campus as well as other sites around
Buffalo. At Daemen, students are planning to have a “Green Fair” with vendor
displays for renewable energy sources and sustainable products. The local wind
farm and solar installers will have displays. Students will invite the community
youth to attend the event along with their college student mentors to fuel the
excitement about a spring project. The after school mentoring program will focus
on continuing education on the environment and climate change with the goal of




developing a larger scale project. As part of the continuing education,
households in the community will be provided with magnetized checklists for their
refrigerator that identify ways that they can reduce their energy use. Youth will
design and print the checklist directly onto magnetized sheets. The youth and
college students will be responsible for identifying the major spring project and
the funding needed to complete it. Ideas include purchasing and installing solar
panels on the community center, insulating several of the homes of lower income
residents to reduce energy use or expanding bus rider ship in the neighborhood
through education and installation of a bus shelter. These particular ideas were
selected because of already established relationships with an energy consultant
who specializes in insulation installation and energy audits and a director of a
non-profit involved with enhancing public transportation access. These
individuals could assist with expertise for training the college students and
advising on how to obtain discounted or donated materials. College students
would modify the educational material so that it is age-appropriate and engages
the younger children in the project.

The entire community stands to benefit from better youth education and reduced
contributions to climate change by lowered energy use. All of the proposed ideas
will result in long-term reductions in energy use for the community and require
modest maintenance (bus shelter, cleaning of solar panels) to no continued
maintenance (installation of insulation). Grantee plans to educate the community
and offer a permanent contribution to reducing energy needs. To assess

improved awareness on environmental issues, grantee will administer a pre- and
post- survey to the college students and youth involved in the project. The
project will be a success if they implement a major change in the neighborhood
(solar panels, insulation or another idea).

Kingswood Youth Center, Wolfeboro, NH

95 youth were educated about climate change through several forums and
presentations (at 3 schools, a public library, and a youth center). They planned and
implemented a "Clean Energy Celebration" as an interactive, community-wide event.

Impact -- Engaged public officials: The youth then wrote letters to the
candidates running for local office in November 2006 with recent and locally
relevant information relating to climate change with personal testimony of why
climate change issues are important to them. Youth highlighted their own carbon
emission reduction achievements and challenged candidates to demonstrate
how they will make similar achievements at a local, state, or national level.

Dwight Devork, Wolfeboro Selectman and David Knox, Wolfeboro House
Representative as well as other representatives offered verbal support. Rick
Richardson, Congressman Jeb Bradley’s assistant, attended the event.

Impact -- Initiated recycling:  As a result of this project, the Kingswood Middle
School is recycling, and the Global Warming petition was added to the town




warrant for a vote. Overall there is more interest in grassroots efforts regarding
climate change in Wolfeboro and among volunteers for the youth center.

Impact — Sustainable Plans: Whereas the 2006 Clean Energy Celebration
focused primarily on climate change education and community awareness, this
follow-up event will be a youth-driven community-service project that helps
families directly minimize their carbon footprint. Youth ages 13-25 will install free
“solar-powered clothes dryers,” otherwise know as clotheslines.

The youth-driven climate action community service project - Raise a Rope for
Climate Hope- will harness the local climate action momentum developed from
the Clean Energy Celebration in 2006, and the global civic service momentum
from the annual Global Youth Service Day. Like the Clean Energy Celebration,
Lakes Region NH youth will conduct a Raise a Rope for Climate Hope media
campaign at least four weeks prior to Global Youth Service Day. The main
objectives of the media campaign will be to create a sense of continuity between
the 2006 Clean Energy Celebration and the 2008 Raise a Rope for Climate
Hope, identify community members that would like a clothesline erected in their
yard on Global Youth Service Day, and connect the service project with recent
pressure on state and federal legislators to adopt the “Right to Dry” bill (S.41)
introduced by former VT State Senator Dick McCormack in response to growing
pressure community covenants, landlord prohibitions, and zoning laws that limits
people’s right to hang-dry clothes (www.laundrylist.org).

Carolinas Clean Air Coalition, Charlotte, NC

Older youth educated younger youth (after school) about climate change. They then
designed and conducted a science experiment to compare the energy consumption of
an incandescent light bulb and that of a fluorescent bulb. They had guest speakers and
selected ideas for campaigning at the public Candidate Forum.

Impact -- Engaged public officials : Each youth wrote to the mayor telling him
why they are concerned about climate change and urging him to join the US
Mayors’ Climate Protection Agreement. Youth attended the Candidate Forum
asked candidates questions about their plans to address climate change.

Impact -- Educated community: 240 people were educated about energy
conservation and hopefully inspired to use compact fluorescent light bulbs in their
homes. This grantee’s goal is to change energy consumption behavior among
citizens. Increased usage of just the one light bulb provided to 240 people would
conserve energy in the community. In addition, participants have learned how to
conserve energy. Adults’ perception of youth has also definitely changed. Many
were impressed to see not apathetic, but active and passionate youth at the
candidates’ forum.

Pat Martinez, regional officer of the Hispanic Scholarship Fund invited the grantee to
speak at a press conference at the Charlotte Chamber of Commerce. Jennifer Roberts,
county commissioner, supported the grantee’s cause by providing an opportunity to




speak at the candidates’ forum. Randy Grimes, city council member and mayor pro-tem
of Concord, sent a personal letter of support. He also made a commitment to address
an electrical energy savings program in the upcoming budget planning session.

This grantee will continue to explore other green technology in an effort to conserve
energy and make our local schools “green schools.” A group of 30 students will conduct
research and prepare an inventory of the school’s energy consumption, essentially
calculating the school’s carbon footprint. They will identify ways to reduce the carbon
footprint by increasing energy efficiency and installing affordable green technology, and
publish their findings. As a further demonstration of their commitment to conserving
energy, youth will participate in a letter writing campaign to protest Duke Energy’s plan
to build a new coal power plant in their area.

CONCLUSION

The Red, White and Green grants accomplished the following objectives:
Facilitated and supported youth-led community education on climate change
issues
Initiated creative and local youth-led programs that reduce each participant’s
carbon footprint
Engaged public officials in supporting creative solutions to climate change
issues, with youth as active partners
Engaged the media as a valuable asset in raising the visibility of climate change
and how to address it
Changed community perceptions regarding youth in substantive roles to make
change
Enhanced youth voice, developed youth confidence and leadership skills, and
installed a life-long interest in addressing climate change issues.

Most importantly, these young people plan on staying engaged with climate change
issues:

“...I'know, that one particular student in my school who works for congressman
Hinchey mentioned my project in a speech to community members during a “Step It Up”
campaign this past month. The campaign is urging students to get their public officials
to step it up and start addressing global warming.” AND

“...This project also helped jumpstart our school's environmental club, which | think is
the best result. We now have a group of dedicated students involved in environmental
club, which plans to implement many other projects such as planting trees, promoting
recycling, and other activities related to the environment.”

Youth Service America is grateful to the Civil Society Institute for providing unique
opportunities for youth to engage and educate decision-makers in their communities
regarding climate change issues, and to change perceptions regarding youth as assets
and leaders of today.




